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News from Mrs. Adam’s and Mrs. Formus’ Classroom 

 
 
The year is just flying by in the Adam/Formus homeroom!  Since 

September students have been working hard in all subject areas.  In the 

first trimester students lifted the level of their narrative writing in 

writer’s workshop,, learned about the first Americans and explorers in 

social studies, understood what all living things in science, and developed 

their conversation skills in reading.   

 

One of the most recent highlights was participating in the annual Great 

Bedtime Story Pajama Drive by Scholastic.  Students were invited to 

donate pajamas of any size from infants to adults.  The pajamas were 

then donated to a local charity in Somerset County and were picked up by 

a Chapter President.  In total our homeroom donated 27 pairs of pajamas!  

Scholastic then matched each pair of pajamas with a book for the 

recipient.  When talking with the students about this experience during 

morning meeting several students had positive feedback. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Andrew said, “I feel good about doing this because it helped someone 

nearby out.” 

 

Hayden added on, “And, it’s good to know that we are still giving 

because each person got a book too!” 

 

Marina also added that, “The experience was good, but also upsetting to 

know that kids nearby wear the same thing each night.  I’m glad to help 

change that for some.” 

 

All students agreed that this is something that should be continued each 

year! 

 

 

 



Another recent highlight within the Adam/Formus homeroom was 

designing elf traps with students from Ms. Johnston’s class using STEM.  

Students were challenged to design an enticing elf trap with various 

materials (ex.  2 feet of wrapping paper, 2 feet of string, 4 candy canes, 

etc.).  Students were also allowed to bring in any additional materials as 

long as it was approved by a teacher.  Needless to say, it was a very 

creative time! 

 

    
 
 
 

   
 



Happenings in Mrs. Elvis’s 5th Grade Classroom 
 
 
The students have been busy in 5th grade these past few months!  In 

math, the students are beginning the 5th unit in the Everyday Math 

program. In a previous unit, they explored what fractions are and used 

fraction circles and fraction number lines to solve problems. Now in Unit 

5, students will use their previous knowledge and take that knowledge 

one step further. The students will be using algorithms for adding and 

subtracting fractions with unlike denominators, multiplying fractions, and 

dividing whole numbers by a unit fraction. In addition, students will also 

be using models to help solve problems that involve multiplication and 

division of fractions.  

 

As for Social Studies, we have been studying the settlements of Roanoke 

and Jamestown. During class, the students individually used a Venn 

diagram to compare and contrast the two settlements. As a class activity, 

the students created a poster to demonstrate what they have learned. It 

was nice seeing the students work together as a team. Up next, the 

students will be studying the 13 colonies. 



    
 
 
 
 
 
In Science, the students are a given phenomena, they generate questions 

that they research, and the students then make a conclusion about the 

given phenomena. To end our first unit, the students were given a PBL 

(Project Based Learning) assignment. After researching, they are going to 

create a plan about what to plant in the Stony Brook courtyard area. The 

teachers are looking forward to seeing the different plans the students 

create! 

 
 
 
 



Stony Brook Music Notes  

 

Happy New Year from the Music Room!   

 

Students involved in band, orchestra and chorus have spent their time in 

January getting ready for the Winter Concert which was held on 

Wednesday, January 24.  We had a daytime performance at 10:00 am for 

students and staff at Stony Brook School.  The evening performance, for 

family and friends, began at 7:00 pm in the large gymnasium at BCMS and 

the gym was packed!  

 

Our students did a wonderful job! 

 

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Fifth grade music students have enjoyed using the tubano drums as part 

of an enrichment activity.  It has proven to be a “hands on” experience 

that necessitates keeping a steady beat, listening to the group and/or the 

soloist.  Fifth graders have enjoyed developing improvisational 

performance skills as well. 

 

Fourth grade students are getting ready to start their recorder unit.  We 

will be keeping our recorders and our books in the music classroom for a 

few weeks and more information will be going home on this very exciting 

unit!    

 

 

 

 



News from Ms. Rimmler’s and Mr. Jones’ Classroom 

 

 

Even though the temperatures lately have dropped to near zero (and 

sometimes below) this hasn’t slowed the 5th graders down at Stony 

Brook. In Language Arts students are reading fantasy books and writing 

literary essays. Currently the students in Ms. Rimmler’s class are enjoying 

Percy Jackson - The Lightning Thief as a read aloud. Students will be 

seeing a play in the spring based on the book! In math, students have just 

finished up Unit 4 and beginning Unit 5 with a focus on fractions. 

Wondering why the rabbit population in your backyard may have dropped 

suddenly? Never fear, the students are making claims as to why this may 

be happening in science and researching to help support their ideas. In 

Social Studies we are learning about the original thirteen colonies as well 

as some of the early settlements. 

 
 
 

      

  

 


